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Sgt Alvin York 827 Infantry Division |
Pall Mall, TN 1887-1964
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My people were from the mountains the farthest
back that we can remember”
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~ “Wetied a turkey up behind a log at 60 yards and shot at
it with our muzzle loaders when it's head bobbed up”

OLD TIME TURKEY SHOOT IN P\LL \IALL lL\'\JE S

Front row, lefi to right: Clay Conatser, Dr. J. Perry Sloan, Tonr evhill ( r\u hnr of Sgt. York book), and Hendricks Cravens. Back row, left to right:
John Sow nh »rs, Harrison Jennings, Albert Taylor, Wash Blevins, Isaac Hatfield. Berry Hatfield, Sgt. Alvin C. York, Albert York, boy in front of Albert
York; Ernest Criswell, Gurse Delk and Oliver Delk
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“Blind Tigers”
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AlVln York & the Church of Chrlst in
Christian Union - Rev. Russell (1915)




* “Iused to walk out in the night under the £
* starsand kinder linger on the hillside, |
and I sorter wanted to put my arms
~around them-there hills. They were at
. peace with the world and sowas 1
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REGISTRKATION €ARD  |ne. 27

- Age, i |
Ot v Corfe |90
:"‘"“Tﬁtmily nx«ém) :

intention (specify which)?

Where were
LT e

V2

What is your present
trade, occupalion, or office 7 _.

Dy whom employed? ----.Z,\j

_,zr.(,a_, Race (spe&.y 'bidr)‘!

What military service have you'had? Rank

; Nation or State !

i ) y £
Do you claim exemption £ T h W % # s
from draft (specify grounds)? ym @”L/ vr77s9
K

1 affirm that 1 have verifiod above answers and that they are true.

(Higoature or mark)

Repis e

o

£ 1
Tall, medium, or -
short (specify which) 7 ..g:..t(.’..\.—r. ........

Color of eyes? ../%M Color of hair? ..ﬁ..& ......... Bald? .._1!'..0.__...._._

Has person lost arm, leg, hand, foot, or both %O

eyes, oris he otherwise disabled (specify)? —-oo-

— L mmmmsmonn

1 certify that my answers are true, that the person registered has read his own
answers, that I have witnessed his signature, and that ail of his answers of which I have
knowledge are true, except as follows:

(8ignature of registrar)

irex. J /P
/ (Date of registrationy g
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Camp Gordan, Georgia
2"d Inf Div “All American” - 46 States
York Assigned to 328" Inf Reg/2"¢ Battlion Co G
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The Generals — AEF
Gen. John J. Pershing Gen. Robert Bullard




The Meuse-Argonne Region -
Largely Unchanged Since 1018
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German Defensive Organization in the
Meuse-Argonne Region
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lay the dominating hill of Montfaucon prepared artillery positions, all so placed
which afforded the Germans perfect ob-  as to be mutually supporting and to cover
servation, and whose inherent strength by cross and enfilade fire the ground be-
had been greatly increased by the elabo- tween the features of natural strength.

rate use of field fortifications of all kinds. The comparatively narrow front of this




| f ) AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE MEUSE-ARGONNE REGION

Plan of Attack of Flrst Army, September 26, 1918
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—xxxx— Army Boundary —xxx— Corps Boundary Numerals indicate divisions
Arrows indicate direction and weight of principal attacks
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above sketch. The III Corps was on of the French Fourth Army, and thus
the right with the 33d, 80th and 4th open the way toward Sedan and Méziéres.
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Ground Gained by First Army, September 26-October 3, 1918 ]
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Plan of Attack of First Army, October 4,1918
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Second Phase of the Battle
October 4™ — 14

Ground Gained by I Corps in Argonne Forest
Oct. 7-10, 1918
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ctober 8, 1018
“The AEF’s Busiest Day”

Most Miles Occupied on the Western Front - 101
Most Troops in Frontline Combat - 1,078,190
Medals of Honor - 14
Begins Period of Highest Casualties - October 8 -18
1,200 Killed Each Day
3,800 Gassed or Wounded Each Day

328" Regiment - Total for WW1
1,189 KIA & WIA




“So on the morning of the 8, just before daylight we |
started for the hlll of Chatel Chehery” - York Dlary
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Situation: T SaN PO e
Evening Py 125“' LDW 2 c
7 October, 1918 Positioned from Cornay § i,
tothe Humserberg  [2%

Cor
(Champrocher Ridge) : 'mt

327" Infantry
on Hili 180

7th Company 125" LDW |
onHill 167

A e R RS | 1/328'*‘lnfantry
1/120" LDW B0 SO  OnHill223
moved from Humserbergto [ i 5 it TR
valley west of Chatel

« P
2/328%Infantry 04
at La Forge

-

P Aok - ) llomlnfantry (28th Division)
3] 2and 3/120 LDW : B ~°Q N inChatel Chehery below
{  onHill244 po Hill 244

in ?uot L4 b 3
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The American Attack
0610 Hours
8 October, 1918
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Lot Faasarth

resistance in Cornay.

Onthe left the 28" Division's attack
at the foot of Hill 244
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The Germans met our charge across the valley with a regu-
lar sleet storm of bullets. I'm a-telling you that-there val-
lev was a death trap. It was a triangular-shaped valley
with steep ridges covered with brush, and swarming with
machine guns on all sides. I guess our two waves got about
halfway across and then jes couldn’t get no further nohow.

The Germans done got us and they done got us right smart.

They jes stopped us in our tracks. Their machine guns were
up there on the heights overlooking us and well hidden, and
we couldn’t tell for certain where the terrible heavy fire was

coming from. It ‘'most seemed as though it was coming from
everywhere,”
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PHOTO FROM 328" INFANTRY HISTORY
(View from the German perspective -
looking east from Hill 167 to Hill 223)

Route the patrol took to

getin behind the German
Left flank of 328' inhntry m.(h.nelun;

on 8 October, 1918
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4 ML 167 and the 328" regimental history states that the 77 mm
Icﬂovy was located in the orchard in the foreground
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Patrol route according

"YOrk’s Hi""

to Pattullo.
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They jumped out of the brush in front of us and run like fwo
scared rabbits. We called to them to surrender, and one of
our boys done fired and missed. And they kept on a-going.
And we kept on after them. We wanted to capture them
betore they gave the alarm. We now knowed by the sounds
of the firing that we were somewhere behind the German
trench and in the rear of the machine guns that were holding
up our big advance [on the big center hill]. We still couldn’t
see the Germans and they couldn’t see us. But we could hear
them machine guns shooting something awful. Savage's
squad was leading, then mine, and then Cutting's. Sergeant
Early was out in front, leading the way.*
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 “Every time I seed a German I jus .
teched him oft” - York Diary
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facing them began
tofire
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“Amsition G Company
of as ave at Patrol Battalion
timg. of Yort\fight. Line of Line
Departure of
Departure

+ Artifacts
= Decauville Railroad
Route of Patrol
Source

===l Buxton b )
X 100 200 300 400 500 -
4 o / |

mosgpm Danforth 3 oy i y
Area covered by 2nd Battalion Information from 1:20000 Foret D'Argonne |[* Fig. 2: Tom No! Brad Po
\ map annotated by Buxton and Danforth mess kit. (Photo by James Legg)

\

Figure 22, Artifact distribution in relation to route of patrol from Buxton
and Danforth
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Fig. 6: Artifact processing—these German artifacts include cartridges, gas ma:t

parts, stick grenades, and a shovel. (Photo by James Legg)
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“York” Picks them off with his - Luger?







is confirmed
This photo was taken outside of Varennes-en-Argonnef?rc\grsl.sirfihe front
to be of York’s group of prisoners. The thre.e o i [l) battle. At left
of the formation each played a central role in the 8 OFto er2 = Wu Loy
is Leutnant Paul Vollmer, the commander of 1st. Battghon, 1 i i
berg Regiment, who personally surrendered his unit to YorkT?‘ eGerman
many men and seeing his friend Fritz Endriss fall in combat. The s
officer in the center is Leutnant Max Thoma, commander of the Ba’\ ar :
7th Mineur Company, the officer who refused to surrender |..mless \'Ol!me‘-
accepted responsibility, and to the right is Leutnant Paul Lipp, who Lon”
manded the 125th Wiirttemberg machine gun that killed or wounded h\
of the Americans with York. The American in the center of the photo, just
behind the ( vin York. (AHEC

wrman officers, is Al
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P Generl Lmdsey ~ “Well York, I hiear }}du
captured the whole damned German Army”
York - “I told him I only had 132"

L-R Vollmer Thoma and Llpp




g [ ve ot Lo g A e

5* s > b ~ ’\-'. _r"m_‘, . X ‘__._.

“'Ihere was one guy in my outﬁt whowasa
conscientious objector — but once he was in the thick of
battle, he fought like a true American and almost
captured the German Army single handed. His name
was Alvin York and he was a hero” — Otis Merrithew
(aka William B. Cutting) — October 1965

‘.-U. S. ARMY FIELD MESSAGE
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GERMAN PRISONERS -
MEVSE— ARGCONNE
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Direction and Weight of Principal Attacks
November 1-3

MEZERES R 1t Direction of Advance, November 4-11
S grters " commme JUMP-Off Line NOV. 1 === Front Line
—XXXX— Army Boundary = —xXxx— Corps Boundary
Numerals indicate divisions
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89™ Infantry Division at Stenay Church
November 11, 1018 Armistice @ n1oo Hours
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For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the
call of duty in action with the enemy near Chatel-Chehery,
France on October 8, 1918. After his platoon had suffered heavy
casualties and three other non-commissioned officers had
become casualties, Cpl. York assumed command. Fearlessly
leading seven men, he charged with great daring a machine gun
nest, which was pouring deadly and incessant fire upon his
platoon. In this heroic feat, the machine gun nest was taken
together with four officers and one hundred twenty-eight men
and several guns.
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~ Sgt Reluctant Hero

Distinguished Service Cross — November 30
| Medal of Honor - presented April 18 by Gen. Pershing
. Croixde Guerre - April 7, 1919 presented by Field Marshall Foch (France)




‘ Sketch of Sgt. York b l Cummin Ch on '
Behalf of the US Army (1919)
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274 Inf Div roopus“ Boardln the (
Ohioan at Bordeaux, France — May 1919
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The Second Elder Gives Battle
Almim

icane
fight, but It was
Yeek's battle aml
York's. But
for Kl et & man of thrm would have come out alive except as prisooers. lumy-u-
Individual fe bocaan of

«m(-u-a.

drafted bo remalsed truuhled for
laid his dostes by w\ﬂh( biblieal
b o-. ceeacience

was at ense the e sarely did one

job.
Which i ot o my'thint b b 50 Tvrts over the ity which compalied s
AS 0 tnany of e dmen. bt b o forided by the oo that b wos Ghing i
cause and w0 his soul is t peace.
mumm-m.ywmh-hndy-rmu—'"lm

second elder went in for fighting in sarnest —

Maj. Gen. C. ¥, Summerall, hl‘:utddll.h.ﬂlmdﬂwl.dbtv— aed " Hovet
Jobe™ la sorme soldier himself
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But to the generatians that will come sfter un. [ wish to commend yoo publiely and in
the presence of the ufficers of ywur

By GEORGE PATTULLO

Corsaral Alvin €. York Sianding wa hs Sret Whsre He Fought o Mashins.Gon Batialion. The Neines Wore va
Whe Shasa Disearly Back of Mim . Toax

Yo ateod
there, unfiustered,
tookiog him
straight in the eye
w one man te &5
other, To him had
been gives the
honoe of carrying
he colars that day
Nover ance did be
da the wrong (king.

tionw about whick
e lind received o
Instroction. This
Tennouroe moun-
tainoer merse 1o 4o
wyery\hing cor-
rectly by ntaities
army afficens whe
have been over the

tary training could
proved his

He has always
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ut blockemithing.
ibly thet i
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Phunigan, for York b 8 @hale of 0 uan, Manding i fee v tpping the Prockgor e
hundrd and five pownds. Onoe i wore haiz; now ¢ i clipped close,
an heronnes » soidier. bt u-ulmm-m-n-amL His fontires uro 5ot rogend,
but chear cot, and bis habitpa) expression is one of kindly bumor; bt whwnever he is
Vil 8 okt b e contsnes And tke on the poeutas Wigh 824 pisceing qanliy
of the huwics. 1 that the second clder would be a bad hambitn It & miz-up.
Have you ever. iewnmnan of the ald Southwest? A rval gurman, ot the losd.
quarresome, hero? Wedl, that's Yerk. Tha sama ruthor gentle volos in
rdinery o u-nvi-n-‘, A vibrant note whem be ks stirred that. fairly trampets denger
[
oy m.-uhnmbvl [
aan in abwolute surenems of wif,

S, acked ik rows —eym whick cun harien Lo pis peini,
Hodoleet couSdence of manter, 1n his stewdy
Somehow be ﬁ.\-u—t Uenbwt for & commciomtions objectar, »o after -uia‘ ol
up n while [ asked & Yark, you didn't always belong o the m.-m o
a0d Chriaion Uslen? Iu-nnywm.-x.luu.mm—w.mu winin 4.,'
It th wrwer wan | expoctud. Yot | used 40 dre
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deink nee yamble? Yeu doo't even swear?”
e rack o 4 obip. “Nes e 1 play the gome srsigit®
Headded: A ks can's do aay of thime things 4nd beleng
't Junt bo u Chrlstian on Swadays. Ho's got to live up 1 it all

an the spot wheew he had ervached amid the brusd, with
showering down twige oo his bead uo be shot it out agsinet an













Alvin and Gracie are Married - June7,1919
“I just wanted to get back to my people where I
belonged, to my mother and the little mountain
girl who were waiting”
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YORK TAG DAY 11E Tomorrow you will be given
TOMORROW an opportunity to help pay off

the mortgage of $12,500 on
== BENEFIT ——

the farm to be presented him
YORK FARM FUND

by the people of Tennessee
Under Ausapices of Nashville Rotary Club
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Everyone should be willing to make a liberal

' contribution to the Tennessean who is recog-

nized as the greatest hero of greatest war in .

I e

Here's Sarpeart York's Recwd

ke e e PP AT, history of the world, and who has turned down
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a fortune rather than sell his popularity.
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S Sergeant York is asking nothing for him-

. o eary b dol e grrebut dine < ‘

R et e ~  self, but the Nashville Rotary Club and

of Ak A L w——— madad svados = e

o e | Nashville Newspapers are asking you to
e Dntorsbded Svem Cree BB do your part in helping to pay the out-
s e Couts B standing notes on the York Farm.
The Aar Madd W Vsrsru o =
& el Mada! vy Juits of Tommamas. =
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Digital image @ 2011, Tennessee State Library & Archives. All rights reserved.




YORK INSTITWLTE=

Alvin C.York Institute - Jamestown, Tenn.

The York Institute in Jamestown was founded by World War | hero Sqt. Alvin C. York in the 1920s to help prepare young
people for the future, York helped dig the foundations (above in trench facing camera) and provided extensive support.
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HIS OWN LIFE STORY
AND WAR DIARY

EDITED BY
TOM SKEYHILL

GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK

DOUBLEDAY, DORAN
AND COMPANY, INC.

1930




Skeyhill — “Only those
who have not examined
the records can ever
doubt that this great

American soldier
practically single-
handedly whipped and
captured a German
machine gun battalion”
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It contains three 60-watt lamp bulbe

that you can use i thy
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There!

bl

..w_-:

Phone 5000

handy kit
NIAGARA ELFCTRIC
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* CONTROVERSY STILL ON BETWEEN MEMBERS OF
iagara Permanent Savings &
Loan Association
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and as They Are Now

A Clear Complexion
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ted Following

Three Sunday Holdup:

Two Men Are A

As They Were that Ddy in the Argonne ...

Sears, Roebuck and Co,
the world's largast retail
merchandising organiza-
tion, which last year was
favored the patronage of
oneoutof every 3 (amilies
in the United States
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Army Relief Carnival following
ceremony of decorating Sgt. Bernard
3 ly with Distinguished Service Cross
5. 1929, L. to R.: Major-
snn. C. P. Summersll, Sgt Alvin C.
ork and Sec. War Good

Secretary Of War
Good




Asst. Sec. Wer Patrick J. RBurley
congratule ting Sgt. Bernard Barly
after decorating him with D.S.0.

Army Pelief Cernivel, Oct. 5, 1929.
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York Monument — Nashville, TN







Alvin C. York 1887-1964
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Sgt. York Monument at Chatel-Che

Tennessee Rotary Clubs - 1987
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The Discovery of the York Site
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German map sketch of the 8 October 1918.
The “X" is where they confirm as the location of
where Alvin York’s action occurred
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With much fanfare, the York family dedates
2008. The York family (nght - Deborah Your, great grand-daughter of Alvin Your)

George York (son of Alvin York) and Col. Gerald York unvetl the monunw

where Alvin York eamed the Medal of Honor, with the help of Sgm

Airborme Divison. The Sergeant York histori | was also offically opened u
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This a scan of the original map found by Dr. Nolan in the National Archives. It was
annotated with red and blue lines personally by Major Buxton and Captain Danforth
as to the route the patrol took as it departed on the mission to attack the German
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REPORT OF DISINTERMENT AND REBURIAL

1. Rewarss or MUREAY L. BAVAGE,

Place GOme no= sousNontf suoon, Neuss .
Date. May 25, 1984

Semiar Newnen 1920273,

OnGANIZATION

This is where we suspect Corporal Savage was initially buried. —
< Dismborred (date) ¢

From (give complote lucation) :
! Nay 285, 1921,
. J

R PV,
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Isolated grave, Bois de Chatel, Chatel= Chebery,
Map 350W NR79,05 R297.18.
by @ Group J.l‘m_?—‘l, . et Area $#le

In (give complete location) :

Greve 189, seotion 115, plet &, |~
Argonne Jserican Cemetery #1232,

Uit Oomel232, Area #le.,. . of roburial BeEWlation.
c.:.__._,>___-__—_-'=-..;——_—-._————'—"'"";;=::w —— - —

A Hoport s Lo natare of ongiesl l;u.md and condibe A in
uniform, shoes about size §#6. Body badly decosposed. Temporury grave marker marved
grave and had sn identification tag atteohed.

of body upon disinterment ©

5. (o) Identifieation lags : Buried with body 7. . . On grave mackee Yes (1)e

(b) Other means of idstification found upos dsinterment, aml general remurks : The {dentification

“ tag found on temporary grave mmrker rgad MURRLY L. SAVAGE PVI USA other side 1910278, |
- > . i The identificastion plaque found om read M. L. SAVAGE USA 1910273,
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Edwin C. Bearss

Chief Historian, Emeritus
of the U.S. National Park Service
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