
Sgt. Alvin York
World War One Hero & American Icon



Sgt Alvin York 82nd Infantry Division
Pall Mall, TN  1887-1964



“My people were from the mountains the farthest 
back that we can remember”



Pall Mall
Fentress County, Tennessee



“We tied a turkey up behind a log at 60 yards and shot at 
it with our muzzle loaders when it’s head bobbed up”



“Blind Tigers”



Alvin York & the Church of Christ in 
Christian Union – Rev. Russell (1915)



“I used to walk out in the night under the 
stars and kinder linger on the hillside, 

and I sorter wanted to put my arms 
around them-there hills.  They were at 

peace with the world and so was I.”

Alvin C. York after his Religious 
Conversion in 1915





Camp Gordan, Georgia
82nd Inf Div “All American” – 46 States

York Assigned to 328th Inf Reg/2nd Battlion Co G



The Meuse-Argonne Offensive
26 September – 11 November 1918



The Generals – AEF
Gen. Hunter Liggett        Gen. John J. Pershing          Gen. Robert Bullard



The Meuse-Argonne Region –
Largely Unchanged Since 1918



Varennes, France





Madeline Farm – Captured by 
3rd Infantry Division on 9 October



26 September – 4 October

PHASE ONE



Engineer’s Bridge over River Aire at Boureuilles



German Defensive Lines







Traffic in the Meuse-Argonne





4 to 14 October

14 October - 1 November

PHASE TWO





Second Phase of the Battle
October 4th – 14th



October 8, 1918
“The AEF’s Busiest Day”

Most Miles Occupied on the Western Front – 101 
Most Troops in Frontline Combat – 1,078,190

Medals of Honor – 14

Begins Period of Highest Casualties – October 8 -18
1,200 Killed Each Day

3,800 Gassed or Wounded Each Day

328th Regiment – Total for WW1
1,189 KIA & WIA



“So on the morning of the 8th, just before daylight we 
started for the hill of Chatel Chehery” – York Diary



US Model 1903 Springfield

US Model 1917 (Enfield)

Colt 1911 
45 Caliber



Chatel Chehery, France











German Machine Gun Position











“Every time I seed a German I jus 
teched him off” – York Diary











“York” Picks them off with his – Luger?









General Lindsey – “Well , York, I hear you 
captured the whole damned German Army”

York – “I told him I only had 132”
L-R  Vollmer, Thomaand Lipp



“There was one guy in my outfit who was a 
conscientious objector – but once he was in the thick of 

battle, he fought like a true American and almost 
captured the German Army single handed.  His name 
was Alvin York and he was a hero” – Otis Merrithew 

(aka William B. Cutting) – October 1965





1 – 11 November

PHASE THREE



Operations 1-11 November 1918



Cpl. Alvin C. York 
Promoted to SergeantNovember 3, 1918



89th Infantry Division at Stenay Church
November 11, 1918 Armistice @ 1100 Hours



Sgt York – An American Hero

After the War



York at the Battle Site – February 9, 1919



Sgt. Alvin Cullen York
Medal of Honor – 20 March 1919

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the 
call of duty in action with the enemy near Chatel-Chehery, 
France on October 8, 1918.  After his platoon had suffered heavy 
casualties and three other non-commissioned officers had 
become casualties, Cpl. York assumed command.  Fearlessly 
leading seven men, he charged with great daring a machine gun 
nest, which was pouring deadly and incessant f ire upon his 
platoon.  In this heroic feat, the machine gun nest was taken 
together with four off icers and one hundred twenty-eight men 
and several guns.



Sgt. Alvin C. York – A Reluctant Hero
Distinguished Service Cross – November 30

Medal of Honor – presented April 18 by Gen. Pershing
Croix de Guerre – April 7, 1919 presented by Field Marshall Foch (France)



Sketch of Sgt. York by Samuel Cummings Chase on 
Behalf of the US Army (1919)



82nd Inf Div Troops Boarding the USS 
Ohioan at Bordeaux, France – May 1919



George Pattullo’s Article
Saturday Evening Post – April 1919



York Arrives at the Hoboken Docks aboard 
the USS Ohioan – May 1919



York Arrives in New York
Tennessee Senator Cordell  Hull





Alvin and Gracie are Married – June 7, 1919
“I just wanted to get back to my people where I 

belonged, to my mother and the little mountain 
girl who were waiting”





York Institute - 1926



Tom Skeyhill (ANZAC) – Witnessed the May 22nd

1919 NYC Parade and Visited York in Pall Mall in 1927



Skeyhill – “Only those 
who have not examined 

the records can ever 
doubt that this great 

American soldier 
practically single-

handedly whipped and 
captured a German 

machine gun battalion”



1929 War College Re-enactment







Director Howard Hanks 
and Producer Jesse Laskey (1941)







“Sgt York” – 1942
Gary Cooper wins Oscar Award



Cooper & York



York with Gen. Omar Bradley 
Camp Claiborne, LA - 1942





“I just teched them off!”



York Monument – Nashville, TN





Alvin C. York  1887-1964





The Great War Remembered









Sgt. York Monument at Chatel-Chehery
Tennessee Rotary Clubs - 1987





The Discovery of the York Site

The Sgt. York Project (SYP) vs the 

Sgt. York Discovery Expedition (SYDE)





Sgt York Discovery Expedition
Col. Douglas Mastriano



SYDE View of Events













Sgt York Project
Dr. Tom Nolan
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